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Limited ‘fiscal space’? William Gareth, Hay Roger (2005) Fiscal space 
and sustainability from the perspective of the health sector. In; High- 
Level Forum for the Health MDGs, Selected papers 2003-2005. WHO 
and World Bank, pp 44-66. Available from: 
http://www.who.int/hdp/publications/hlf_volume_en.pdf

The challenge is to change the ‘A(id)’ curve; from going up and 
down, to going up and staying up…

http://www.who.int/hdp/publications/hlf_volume_en.pdf


Limited ‘fiscal space’? Foster Mick (2005) Fiscal space and 
sustainability: towards a solution for the health sector. In; High-Level 
Forum for the Health MDGs, Selected papers 2003-2005. WHO and 
World Bank, pp 67-88. Available from: 
http://www.who.int/hdp/publications/hlf_volume_en.pdf

http://www.who.int/hdp/publications/hlf_volume_en.pdf


Does aid have to be unpredictable in the long run? Lane Chris, 
Glassman Amanda (2008) Smooth and Predictable Aid for Health: A 
Role for Innovative Financing? Available from: 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/08_global_he 
alth_glassman/08_global_health_glassman.pdf

“This paper presents evidence that aid flows to the health sector are 
volatile in terms of observed outcomes and uncertain in terms of 
making and delivering future commitments. The aid is therefore 
poorly suited to fund recurrent costs associated with achieving the 
Health Millennium Development Goals, particularly funding of 
Primary Health Care (PHC) facilities that are key to achieving 
maternal and child health goals. Recent aid financing innovations 
have begun to address some of the inadequacies of the health aid 
architecture through more stable and long-term financing for 
health.”

→
 

Global Health Funds can provide aid that is more predictable, which 
is needed to finance recurrent costs, like salaries for health 
workers?

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/08_global_health_glassman/08_global_health_glassman.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2008/08_global_health_glassman/08_global_health_glassman.pdf


Are Global Health Funds providing aid for salaries of additional health 
workers? World Health Organization (2009) Initial Summary 
Conclusions: Maximizing Positive Synergies between Health Systems 
and Global Health Initiatives. Available from: 
http://www.who.int/healthsystems/New-approach-leaflet-ENv2-p4p.pdf

“To date, GHI investments in human resources have been largely 
focused on in-service training for disease-specific programmes, task- 
shifting, and on increasing numbers of less qualified health workers 
who require limited training. These measures now need to be 
supplemented with more ambitious action to address long-term 
human resources shortages, which are keenly felt in many settings.”

→
 

Why?
“Raise it, spend it, prove it”?
‘Division of labour’ with World Bank?
Disease-specific objectives encourage training for specific tasks 
only?

More research, and perhaps soul-searching is needed

http://www.who.int/healthsystems/New-approach-leaflet-ENv2-p4p.pdf


Ooms Gorik, Hercot David, Assefa Yibeltal, Van Damme Wim (2010) 
The New Dichotomy in Health Systems Strengthening and the Role of 
Global Health Initiatives: What Can We Learn from Ethiopia? Available 
from: http://www.palgrave- 
journals.com/jphp/journal/v31/n1/pdf/jphp200954a.pdf

→
 

Are Global Health Funds unintentionally leaning towards the MBB 
approach? 

http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v31/n1/pdf/jphp200954a.pdf
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v31/n1/pdf/jphp200954a.pdf
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