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Key factsKey facts

** Major changesMajor changes in the post cold war in the post cold war 
contextcontext

→→
 

Important impact on roles, Important impact on roles, 
mandates and mandates and agendas of humanitarian agendas of humanitarian 
organisationsorganisations

** Bosnia (1992/1995) and Rwanda (1994) Bosnia (1992/1995) and Rwanda (1994) 
crisis show needs for crisis show needs for 
professionnalization of humanitarian professionnalization of humanitarian 
interventionsinterventions

→→
 

Initiatives to improve Initiatives to improve 
professionalismprofessionalism and and 
accountabilityaccountability in humanitarian in humanitarian 
responsesresponses

** H  it i i  t d t bH  it i i  t d t b



A new humanitarian arenaA new humanitarian arena

* Nature of armed conflicts leads to * Nature of armed conflicts leads to a a 
new set of challengesnew set of challenges →→

 
New situations New situations 

of unpredictable complexity and dangerof unpredictable complexity and danger
** Greater difficulties to maintain Greater difficulties to maintain 
humanitarian principles : impartiality, humanitarian principles : impartiality, 
neutrality, independenceneutrality, independence

→→
 

Humanitarian workers increasingly Humanitarian workers increasingly 
need need new skills and competenciesnew skills and competencies

* * ““We are not born a humanitarian We are not born a humanitarian 
professional, we become oneprofessional, we become one””



A need for new competenciesA need for new competencies

* * In addition to technical/professional In addition to technical/professional 
competenciescompetencies::
Public health, nutrition, engineering, Public health, nutrition, engineering, 
logistics,logistics,
political science, law and otherspolitical science, law and others

** New knowledge/skillsNew knowledge/skills::
-- sociosocio--economic and political contexteconomic and political context
-- cultural norms and values cultural norms and values 
-- implications of the historyimplications of the history
-- basic notions on international basic notions on international 
humanitarian law humanitarian law 
-- principles for management and principles for management and 
communicationcommunication
-- rules for personal and organisational rules for personal and organisational 
securitysecurity



An overview of humanitarian An overview of humanitarian 
educationeducation

** A research process based on key words + A research process based on key words + 
information provided by universitiesinformation provided by universities

** Criteria 1 : Criteria 1 : ““interdisciplinaryinterdisciplinary”” 118 118 
programmesprogrammes

** Criteria 2 : Criteria 2 : 
-- analyse determinants of crisisanalyse determinants of crisis
-- provide tools for population needs provide tools for population needs 
assessmentassessment
-- formulate strategies to alleviate formulate strategies to alleviate 
suffering and deathsuffering and death

→→
 

77 academic programmes in 50 77 academic programmes in 50 



Programme per type of diploma 
(n = 77)
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Bachelor (3) Other (8)



Humanitarian Masters per country 
(n = 39)
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Other EU : Belgium, Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, NetherlandOther EU : Belgium, Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, s, 
Spain, SwedenSpain, Sweden
Other Countries : Canada, Israel, NigeriaOther Countries : Canada, Israel, Nigeria



Occurrence of disciplines in Occurrence of disciplines in 
curriculum and content curriculum and content (n = 39)(n = 39)
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Other disciplines include: human rights, disaster 
management, communication, history 



Insitutional anchorage of 
Master programmes (n = 39)
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Political Science (N=14) Health Sciences (N=5) Public Affairs (N=5)
Economics (N=3) Interdisciplinary (N=3) Religion and/or Social Work (N=2)
Agriculture (N=1) Continuing Education (N=1) Engineering (N=1)
Human Rights (N=1) Journalism and communication (N=1) Languages and Linguistics (N=1)
Law (N=1)



• An academic research 
project

• A resource for 
humanitarian 
professionals

• A wealth of programme 
information

• A friendly search tool

THE 2010 GLOBAL 

SURVEY OF 

HUMANITARIAN 

EDUCATION 

PROGRAMMES: 

The Online 

Database of 

Programmes

The database going 
live on CERAH 
website 
www.cerahgeneve.ch 
in June 2010

http://www.cerahgeneve.ch


How is CERAH facing these 
needs ?

* Join centre by University of Geneva and * Join centre by University of Geneva and 
Graduate Institute of International and Graduate Institute of International and 
Development (IHEID)Development (IHEID)

* Four types of programmes :* Four types of programmes :
-- A one year A one year MasterMaster of Advanced Studies of Advanced Studies 

(MAS)(MAS)
-- A 12 weeks A 12 weeks CertificateCertificate of Advanced of Advanced 

Studies Studies (CAS)(CAS)
-- One week One week seminarsseminars or or case studiescase studies
-- Short training sessionsShort training sessions in in 

partnership with local partnership with local universities and universities and 
humanitarian organisations humanitarian organisations 

* Growing number and * Growing number and high diversityhigh diversity of of 
candidatescandidates



CERAH Master in advanced studies



CERAH students profile (n = 
217)

** 50% 50% femalefemale
** MidMid--career level career level 
professional professional (average (average 
age at age at 36 years36 years))
** 46% from developing 46% from developing 
countries countries (30% from (30% from 
countries facing a countries facing a crisiscrisis))
** 48% from OECD countries and 48% from OECD countries and 
5% 5% from others countries from others countries 



Conclusion : birth of 
humanitarian studies?

* To understand needs of humanitarian 
workers

* To debate between universities and 
humanitarian organisations

* To debate within academic community as 
NOHA 

→→
 

International conference on International conference on 
education in humanitarian education in humanitarian 

action action 
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